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      When Jesus was just a youngster, He lived in the little town of Nazareth along with 

Mary and Joseph. At that time, we assume He was pursuing the carpentry trade – the 

busines of His stepfather, Joseph.  

     Then there came a time when He left the hammer and saw behind and started His 

preaching. The time had come for Him to lay the foundation for His church. So, it’s 

natural for us to wonder: how did He support Himself and His band of followers now 

that He had no income from carpentry? It would be foolish to suppose they got their 

needed money from the mouths of fish or picked it off the apricot trees. Well, Luke – in 

today’s gospel – tells us where a lot of this needed help came from. 

     He said, “Jesus journeyed through towns and villages preaching and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom of God.” The twelve apostles accompanied Him and also 

some women who had been cured of evil spirits and other maladies. There was Mary 

Magdalene from whom seven devils had gone out; Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward; 

Susanna and many other women were assisting Jesus out of their means. 

     Well, there you have it! What does that sound like? Jesus had established the very 

first women’s guild. The women who followed Jesus were using their cooking skills to 

feed Jesus and His little band, and they were doing all this out of their own means. 

     Nobody was rich, and I am sure they all lived very meagerly. And these grateful 

women Jesus had cured from different maladies were the ones who helped this crew 

with the basic necessities of life. These women had hearts of gold. Later on we even find 

some of these same women with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, at the foot of the cross.  

     It is evident that women played a very important part in the establishment of the 

church. And I have to admit that women are very important in the church today. How 

could Jesus ever have gotten along without them? How could Msgr. John here at St. 

Thomas get along without them? Blessed are you, women! You’re terrific! 

 

*Inspired by Luke 8:1-3 


